
I SPY in Chatteris – 04 
 

 SOME STONES  
(Originating from the walls of CHATTERIS ABBEY) 

 

 
Chatteris Abbey was founded as a monastery for Benedictine Nuns in 1016 by Aednoth, Bishop 
of Dorchester.  Before 1310 much of the monastery was destroyed by fire.  By the middle of the 
14th century, some of the local families appear to have been using the nave of the monastic 
church as their parochial church. 
 
Never a wealthy abbey, it survived the first wave of closures during the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries and was finally surrendered to the King’s Commissioners in 1538, by which time 
there were eleven nuns in residence.  At this date many families still used the abbey church as 
parochial but this, unusually, did not save it from demolition., the parishioners being 
transferred to the nearby St Peter and St Paul’s Church.  A range of the cloister buildings 
survived as part of a mansion known as Park House.  This was demolished in 1847 and some of 
the stones used in the building of Seymour Place (see picture [bottom left] above). 
 

………………… 
 

Scroll down to see a drawing of Chatteris Abbey; some more history and a map of its location. 

Top Left – Abbey stones in a wall near the 
west end of Victoria Street. The stone on the 
right appears to have an upside down sundial 
scratched into it. 

Top Right – Original Abbey stones can be 
seen in the wall at the junction of South Park 
Steet and Wood Street. 

Bottom Left – Stones originating from 
Chatteris Abbey were used in 1847 to build 
the houses that comprise Seymour Place 
along London Road. 

 

 



 
 

 
Footnote – Did you notice that the Petrou Bros. Fish & Chip Shop stands just outside what would have been the 
boundary walls of the abbey in West Park Street?  I don’t know if there are any records that show whether this 
shop existed between 1016 and 1538 but if it did it would have been jolly useful on any night when the nuns didn’t 
fancy cooking. 


